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How to Help Your Child Succeed This School Year

201 West Dunlap Street, Suite B  Lancaster, SC 29720

INJURY & CRIMINAL LAWYERS

Personal Injury   -  Automobile Wrecks   -   Truck Wrecks   -    Motorcycle Wrecks  -  Wrongful Death   -    DUI/Criminal

How quickly the days of summer fade away.  Whether you’re pumping the brakes on summer or preparing to send 
your kids back to school full speed ahead—it’s time to get ready.   No matter the age of your student, here are 
some tips to help your family have a successful year.

1) Do Your Homework.
Thomas Friedman, author of the best-selling book The World Is Flat once said that when he was growing up his 
parents always told him to finish his dinner—because people in China and India are starving.  Nowadays—it may be 
appropriate to say, “Finish your homework.  People in India and China are starving for your job.” 

Homework comes in many forms—and it requires parent involvement.  Although it would be counterproductive to 
actually DO your child’s homework, taking a look at your child’s assignments and offering guidance is a great way 
to encourage what she is learning, and easily spot any trouble areas.  Having a designated spot for kids to do 
homework, and supplies on hand makes for a smoother and more productive time.

2) Show Up.
The best way to support your child this year is to show up.  Volunteer 
at school.  Go on field trips when you can.  Dance recitals.  Baseball 
games. Soccer scrimmages. Nothing is more encouraging to your 
child than to hear you say, “I love watching you [dance, pitch, 
play]." Leave your helicopter-parenting at home, and just be there 
for your child.  Support other kids as well as teachers and coaches
—encouragement really goes a long way.

3) Prepare the Night Before.
Want great mornings? Be ready for them the night before.  The way 
successful businesses streamline their operations is by eliminating 
unnecessary steps.  You can apply the same concepts to your 
morning routines and create a more efficient, less stressful morning at your house.  Children’s clothing—down to the 
hair bows, socks, shoes, and/or sports gear should be selected and laid out the night before.  Encourage your teen 
to save time by making their selections this way as well.  Backpacks should be prepped, checked, and by the door.  
Preparing in this way allows your family to wake up and focus on morning necessities—breakfast and hygiene
—instead of running around searching for wardrobe or homework pieces.  

4) Don’t Overcommit.
Guess what?  Chances are your precious son may not play professional football when he grows up.  And your 
daughter, well, it’s likely she might get tired of gymnastics, or cheerleading, and may not make the US Women’s 
Soccer team.  Sports and after school activities are great and they teach our children things like how to be a team 
player, competitiveness, dedication, and determination.  But know your family’s limits.  Don’t sign your child up for 
so many activities that he misses his childhood.  

5) Communicate and Connect
Of course dinnertime can be a great time to sit around the table as a family and talk about the day.  In our 
fast-paced society, such a luxury may not exist, but you can still work in some important conversations.  Ask about 
his day, what was the best thing that happened, or the worst thing.  Teach your child how to express her feelings 
and even how to disagree and debate a topic in a kind and respectful way.  Listen to your child and make him 
feel important.  If you are parenting teens or college students—it’s fine to check on them via text—but be sure to 
have ‘real’ face time communication as well.  

So, take a deep breath, go buy everything on the school-supply list, and enjoy those last few moments of carefree 
summertime.  We wish you and your family the best this school year.   -LB
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What's Bob Doing?
As the summer winds down and we wrap up all of our summer vacations, August turns 
our attention back to school.  As a child, I always dreaded going back to school, but 
looking back, it wasn’t so bad after all.  As I have gotten older, I think of school as 
more than just textbooks and tests.  To me, school is just as important in teaching our 
children social skills and learning to communicate with others.  After all, as a 
practicing attorney now, the majority of my day is spent dealing with people.    An 
effective attorney is one who can easily communicate with others and the 
foundation for those skills goes all the way back to preschool.  As the saying goes, the 
most important rules in life I learned in kindergarten.  

As a parent, it is your job to reinforce at home what is being taught at school in order 
to give your kids their best chance at success.  Unless your child is a genius, not 
working with him at home and expecting straight A’s is a far-fetched dream.  This 
would be a lot like playing in football games but never going to practice.  Your 
chance of success is minimal.  My mother taught second grade for 35 years, so 
naturally I had someone checking my homework quite often.  Believe me, hard work 
pays off.  Had my parents not put in the extra time and effort with me at home, I 
wouldn’t be where I am today.

Now, as our children head back to school for another year, let’s all try and make this one their best yet.  Put in the extra 
effort with your child at home.  Be involved and learn with them.  Finally, encourage them to make new friends and teach 
them to play well with others.  One day they will thank you for it.  

Thank-a-Teacher

Facts to Remember as You Grow Older
k Death is the number one killer in the world.
k Life is sexually transmitted.
k Good health is merely the slowest possible rate at which one can die.
k Give a person a fish and you feed them for a day.  Teach a person to use the Internet and they won't bother 

you for weeks, months , maybe years.
k Health nuts are going to feel stupid someday, lying in the hospital dying of nothing.
k All of us could take a lesson from the weather.  It pays no attention to cricisim.
k In the 60's, people took acid to make the world weird.   Now the world is weird, and people take Prozac to 

make it normal.
k Don't worry about old age; it doesn't last that long.                                                 source: unknown

What teacher inspired you the most?  If you'd like a chance to thank a 
teacher in a big way, we'd love to help.  Tell us who your favorite 
teacher was and send us a few words explaning how he or she 
impacted your life.  We'll feature your comments in our upcoming 
publications and maybe spotlight them in our People Matter column.  
We are thankful for the teachers and staff that teach our children 
throughout Lancaster County.

Teachers are like the candles, which consume themselves to 
brighten the lives of others. -Author Unknown



People Matter

Cheddar Bacon Deviled Eggs
Ingredients
12 eggs    2 tbsp cheddar cheese, finely shredded
1/2 cup mayonnaise   1 tbsp mustard
4 slices bacon

Instructions
Place eggs in a saucepan, and cover with cold water.  Bring water to a boil and immediately 
remove from heat.  Cover, and let eggs stand in hot water for 10-12 minutes.  Remove from hot 
water, and cool.  To cool more quickly, rinse eggs under cold running water.  Meanwhile, place 
bacon in a large, deep skillet.  Cook over medium-high heat until evenly brown.  Alternatively, 
wrap bacon in paper towels and cook in the microwave fro about 1 minute per slice.  Crumble 
and set aside.  Peel the hard-cooked eggs, and cut in half lengthwise.  Remove yolks to a small 
bowl.  Mash egg yolks with mayonnaise, crumbled bacon, and cheese.  Stir in mustard.  Fill egg 
white halves with the yolk mixture and refrigerate until serving.   allrecipes.com  Send us your 
favorite recipe! linzie@blackwellcooklaw.com

Julie Walters is the Executive Director for the Women’s Enrichment Center in Lancaster, SC.  The Women’s 
Enrichment Center provides a safe and caring environment for women and their families who are facing an 
unplanned pregnancy.  Staff and volunteers at the Center educate their clients on all options available, and 
also offer referrals for continued education and job assistance.  All of the services provided are free and 
confidential.  The Women’s Enrichment Center is funded by the generous contributions of churches, 
individuals, businesses, fundraising events and grants.

Julie graduated from the University of South Carolina.  Before beginning her journey at the WEC, Julie 
worked for Founders Federal Credit Union for over 18 years, then opened a retail interior design business
—Ambiance Interiors.  After years in interior design, she was approached about the director job at WEC and 
she’s served there since June of 2012.  

Serving others is nothing new to Julie--she’s very active in our community.  Julie has served on the Springs 
Memorial Hospital Board, Healthy Woman’s Advisory Board, The Lancaster Children’s Home Board, Farmer’s 
Market Commissioner for Lancaster County, President of the Indian Land Rotary Club, and served on the 
Indian Land Rotary Club Board.  Julie has also co-chaired the Indian Land Fall Festival in 2013 and again this year.  

A South Carolina native, Julie has lived in Lancaster County her entire life.  She and her husband, Thomas Darrell Walters have two grown children
—Dr. Jenna Lee Walters and Adam Charles Walters.  Both of her children and their spouses have recently moved to Charlotte, NC.  In her spare time 
Julie loves to work in her yard.  “It is one of my best stress relievers,” Walters explains.  Julie enjoys the beach, the mountains, Gamecock football, 
entertaining with friends, and skeet shooting.  But most of all, Julie loves spending time with her family.

Julie loves her job at the Women’s Enrichment Center because she feels like it gives her an opportunity to encourage young women and their families 
that their life is valued and they are important.  It’s an opportunity to share love and kindness with each person who walks through their doors.  “The 
most rewarding thing about my job is to see girls and their families overcome enormous obstacles and turn those obstacles into positive outcomes.  
Seeing them graduate from our program and become successful parents, individuals, and citizens is very rewarding,” says Walters.  

This summer Julie plans on spending time outdoors—gardening and entertaining on her new patio.  And she would love the opportunity to spend 
some time with her family at the coast or in the mountains.  We thank you, Julie, for your dedication and hard work in serving our community.

School Smarts
I have never let my schooling interfere with my education. 
- Mark Twain

My school days were the happiest days of my life; which 
should give you some indication of the misery I've endured 
over the past twenty-five years. - Paul Merton

My school was so tough the school newspaper had an 
obituary section. - Norm Crosby

You learn something every day if you pay attention. 
- Ray LeBlond

I'm not going to buy my kids an encyclopedia.  Let them 
walk to school like I did. - Yogi Berra

In elementary school, in case of fire you have to line up quietly 
in a single file line from the smallest to the tallest. What is the 
logic? Do tall people burn slower? - Warren Hutcherson

If there were no schools to take the children away from home 
part of the time, the insane asylums would be filled with 
mothers. - Edgar W. Howe

America believes in education: the average professor 
earns more money in a year than a professional athlete 
earns in a whole week.  -Evan Esar
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Toes in the Water
New koozies are in!  Be sure to 
stop by and grab a few for you 
and your friends!  Be sure to 
tag us in your photos and you 
might show up in our next 
newsletter or social media 
post!

#bclawsummer2015
#wetakecareofyoubclaw
#mykoozieiscoolerthanyours15

Scratching Your Head?
Don't let car insurance wreck your 
life!  Grab a copy of David 
Blackwell's guide to buying car 
insurance to protect your family 
and you. Not close by, or can't get 
here during office hours? Give us a 
call 803.285.0225 or email 
dana@davidblackwelllaw.com 
today!

Know someone who needs our help?  We have three offices where appointments can 
be scheduled.  We are more than happy to meet with you.  

Lancaster
201 W Dunlap Street
803.285.0225

Indian Land 
7508 Charlotte Hwy
803.548.0225

Heath Springs
102 E Caston Street
803.273.9200

www.blackwellcooklaw.com


